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The shortlist for the 2018 Finlandia Prize for Architecture includes Amos 
Rex, Lallukka Artists’ Home, Think Corner, Tuupala Wooden School and 
the New Children’s Hospital 
 
This is the fifth time that the Finnish Association of Architects (SAFA) awards the 
Finlandia Prize for Architecture. The 2018 finalists – Amos Rex Art Museum, Lallukka 
Artists’ Home, Think Corner, Tuupala Wooden School and the New Children’s Hospital – 
provide a fine example of diversified contemporary architecture and repair planning. The 
winner will be selected by forensic orthodontist Helena Ranta and announced on 1 
October. 
 
Winner selected by forensic orthodontist Helena Ranta 
 
The recipient of the Finlandia Prize for Architecture is 
chosen by a public figure, who is a recognised expert in 
an area other than architecture. The person invited to 
serve in this function this year is forensic orthodontist 
Helena Ranta. 
 
“It’s a highly interesting assignment. I travel a lot and 
whenever possible I take time to tour architecture sites. 
For example, there’s a lot of art nouveau architecture in 
the Balkans. This year’s candidates share little 
commensurability, which makes the selection all the 
more challenging”, Helena Ranta says.  
 
The built environment affects human interaction, 
wellbeing and one’s entire life. The influence exerted by 
architecture only increases when decisions are made on 
the allocation of public funds. Through her work, Ranta 
has accumulated extensive human experience and 
understanding. SAFA wanted a selector who is able to 
interpret current social meanings and needs from a 
human point of view. 
 
“It’s interesting to hear Helena Ranta’s views on architecture, what issues and values she raises, 
what makes an impression on her and why she thinks architecture is significant”, says Henna 
Helander, President of the Finnish Association of Architects SAFA. 
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Candidates represent an architecture that plays an active role in Finnish culture 
 
“This year’s shortlist provides an overview of contemporary architecture that is not just a 
‘framework for activities’ but an active and activating part of Finnish culture. Sound architecture 
creates new and innovative operating environments. Premises that contribute to wellbeing help 
people recover or offer consolation as well as spaces in which art acquires new dimensions. A built 
environment of the highest standard is added value that enriches our daily life. At the same time, 
the candidates reflect, in a highly interesting way, the current transition away from hierarchical 
structures towards transparency and a civic society”, says Hannu Huttunen, Chair of the Pre-
selection Jury of the Finlandia Prize for Architecture.  
 

The Amos Rex Art Museum, due to open to the public on 30 
August, is the handiwork of JKMM Architects (Asmo Jaaksi, 
Freja Ståhlberg-Aalto, Katja Savolainen and Päivi 
Meuronen). The exhibition area, most of which is located 
underground, creates a fascinating architectonic “cave 
system” executed in an airy and simple fashion. Large 
skylights provide an indirect link to the external urban space, 
letting natural light into the lobby areas. The free geography 
of the skylights creates a “natural landscape” in the yard, 
engaging the existing architecture in a pleasant dialogue. 
Main access to the museum is via the entrance doors of the 
old Bio Rex Cinema while the building’s interior has been 
skilfully redone to make it an integral part of the museum 
experience.   
 
 
 

 
 
The Lallukka Artists’ Home, completed in 1933 and 
designed by architect Gösta Juslen, is hailed as one of 
the landmarks of Finnish functionalism. Still used for its 
original intended purpose, this residential and studio 
building was listed in 2012 under the Building 
Protection Act. A major renovation project was carried 
out during 2012–2017 that helped secure the future of 
this valuable building and the artist community. The 
repair plans were made with due regard to the 
building’s original, powerful architecture. The repairs 
were designed by Freese Oy Architects (Simo Freese, 
Eva Knif and Anu Halme), while the restorative colour 
scheme for the common areas was selected by 
Professor Wilhelm Helander. 
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The university’s old administrative building, originally 
designed by architect Toivo Korhonen in 1977, was 
completely refurbished in 2017 to convert it into the 
Think Corner, according to the plans prepared by JKMM 
Architects (Teemu Toivio and Asmo Jaaksi). The old 
building was successfully upgraded, so much so that it 
outshines equivalent new structures in terms of 
functionality. The external walls facing the street were 
upgraded to provide a uniform surface that reflects the 
facades of the surrounding buildings of historical value. 
Through its architecture, the Think Corner Building in 
downtown Helsinki does an excellent job in supporting 
the idea of a new type of versatile science hub with a low 
entry threshold. 
 
 

 
 
The Tuupala Wooden School and Day Care Centre in 
Kuhmo, designed by Alt Architects (Antti Karsikas, Ville-
Pekka Ikola, Tuomas Niemelä and Kalle Vahtera) and 
Architecture Office Karsikas (Martti Karsikas), is a fine 
example of practical construction that provides a framework 
in which children and their educators work on a daily basis. 
The building consists of simple, cube-shaped, wood-clad 
masses and outbuildings. In several places indoors, the 
wooden surface of the locally produced CLT units is left 
exposed. The Tuupala Wooden School is a reminder that it is 
also possible to create inspiring and holistically healthy 
environments through projects that do not involve any major 
financial interests in terms of use. 
 
 
 

 
The New Children’s Hospital of the Helsinki Uusimaa Hospital 
District, designed by SARC Architects and Architect Team Reino 
Koivula (Antti-Matti Siikala, Sarlotta Narjus, Sakari Forsman and 
Susanna Kalkkinen), will open in September. Unlike traditional 
hospitals, the New Children’s Hospital focuses on creating a 
pleasant environment for the child patients and their parents, 
ensuring smooth daily activities. Despite the large size of the 
New Children’s Hospital, its architecture underlines transparency, 
a close contact with the environment and due consideration for 
children as a special patient category. In terms of scale, the 
building is skilfully fitted into a complex setting while the colour 
scheme, both inside and outside, is both bold and positive. 
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This is the fifth time that the Finnish Association of Architects (SAFA) awards the Finlandia Prize for 
Architecture. The winner will be announced at the award ceremony in Helsinki on 1 October.  
 
**  
 
Finlandia Prize for Architecture and the members of the Pre-Selection Jury 
This year’s Pre-Selection Jury members are Hannu Huttunen, Professor of Housing Design at Aalto 
University and partner at ARK-House arkkitehdit Oy; Janne Teräsvirta, partner at &’ Architects; 
Anne Stenros, Doctor of Technology; and Juulia Mikkola, partner at Arkkitehtitoimisto Livady. 
Serving as Secretary of the Jury is Paula Huotelin, Secretary General of the Finnish Association of 
Architects SAFA. 
 
The Finlandia Prize for Architecture is awarded for the design or renovation design of an 
outstanding new building or building complex that has been completed within the past three 
years. The prize may be awarded either to a Finnish or foreign architect, or to an architectural firm 
for a project designed for a location in Finland; or to a Finnish architect or architectural firm for a 
project designed for a location abroad. The recipient of the Finlandia Prize for Architecture is 
chosen by a public figure who is a recognised expert in an area other than architecture. The 
winner is selected from projects shortlisted by the Pre-Selection Jury. The purpose of the prize is 
to promote the appreciation of high-quality architecture and to highlight the importance of 
architecture in generating cultural value and increasing wellbeing. 
  
The Finnish Association of Architects (SAFA) is a non-profit professional organisation engaged in 
active efforts to promote architecture and high-quality living environments. Established in 1892, 
SAFA has approximately 3,100 members, all of whom are architects with a university degree. 
Additionally, SAFA has approximately 600 student members. 
 
**  
 
For the media 
The media is kindly invited to attend the award ceremony on Monday 1 October 2018. The time 
and place will be announced at a later date. 
  
Media contact: Pia Mouazan, Pink Eminence, tel. 044 799 1180, pia@pinkeminence.fi 
Press photos: www.arkkitehtuurinfinlandia.fi 
Other inquiries: Hannu Huttunen, +358 40 084 4967 or Paula Huotelin, tel. +358 40 556 2827 
  
Website: www.arkkitehtuurinfinlandia.fi 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ARKFinlandia 
Twitter: twitter.com/ArkfinPrize 
 
 


