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The nominees for the 2019 Finlandia Prize for Architecture are the Helsinki Central Library Oodi, the 
refurbishment of Jyväskylä University’s Main Building, the Kruunuvuorenranta Waste Transfer Terminal, 
Phase 1 of the Käärmetalo refurbishment project and the Vaaralanpuisto Day Care Centre 
 
The nominees for the 2019 Finlandia Prize for Architecture are the Helsinki Central Library Oodi, the 
restoration of Jyväskylä University’s Main Building, the Kruunuvuorenranta Waste Transfer Terminal, 
Phase 1 of the Käärmetalo refurbishment project and the Vaaralanpuisto Day Care Centre in Vantaa. The 
winner will be chosen by artist and author Hannu Väisänen. This is the sixth time that the Finnish 
Association of Architects (SAFA) awards the Finlandia Prize for Architecture. The winner, chosen by artist 
and author Hannu Väisänen, will be announced on 7 October 2019. 
 
This year, SAFA has invited artist and author 
Hannu Väisänen to select the winning project. 
The recipient of the Finlandia Prize for 
Architecture is chosen each year by a public 
figure who is a recognised expert in an area other 
than architecture.   
 
A household name in Finland, Hannu Väisänen is 
a highly successful, prize-winning artist. He 
currently resides in France. His artistic output 
includes a number of works that are 
characterised by their close connection with the 
architecture that surrounds them, particularly 
churches. These works include Linus and 
Terpsichore from 1996, both which are on display 
in the Finnish National Opera’s main foyer. 
Väisänen has also designed sets for a variety of 
stage productions, including at Savonlinna Opera 
Festival.  
 
In 2007, Väisänen, who has published a total of 
six novels, was awarded the Finlandia Prize for 
fiction for his novel Toiset kengät.  Alongside his 
other pursuits, he has also worked as a columnist 
for the Helsingin Sanomat and Kaleva 
newspapers. “Combining visual art and literature 
has been challenging yet artistically rewarding for 
me, as it’s helped me to deconstruct some of the 
myths that we tend to associate with creative 
endeavour,” he says. 
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The shortlist acts as a diverse showcase of contemporary Finnish architecture, comprising both publicly and 
privately funded new-builds, industrial buildings and refurbishment projects. “All too often architecture is 
viewed as just the mere backdrop to what happens inside it. It’s important to remember, however, that all 
architecture has the capacity to facilitate – or to stand in the way of – a better life for all of us, whether it 
achieves that by promoting a sense of community, by ensuring that new developments are built on a 
human scale or whether it makes its contribution felt through the cultural heritage we pass on to future 
generations, alongside the tacit knowledge carried in our building traditions. Ultimately, architecture is 
always about the way in which the built environment engages with human beings, how a space relates to 
and is relevant to those using it. Every architectural experience and encounter is defined by empathy, 
commitment and the opportunity for users to develop a strong sense of place. This year’s shortlisted 
projects speak volumes about the power and the responsiveness inherent in architecture and its capacity 
for making all our lives better,” commented Anne Stenros, Chair of the Pre-selection Jury. 
 
The 2019 pre-selection jury comprised Dr Anne Stenros (Chair), architect (SAFA), Professor Mikko 
Heikkinen, architect (SAFA), and Juulia Mikkola, architect (SAFA). The secretariat was provided by Paula 
Huotelin, Secretary General of the Finnish Association of Architects (SAFA).  
 
HELSINKI CENTRAL LIBRARY OODI 
 
When it opened to the public in 2018, Helsinki’s Oodi central library fundamentally changed our 
understanding of what a library can be. Oodi is the city’s new living room, offering everything from gaming 
rooms to a “book heaven”. The building is split across three levels, each with its own distinct architecture, 
atmosphere and purpose. The open plan lobby on the ground floor gives way to workshop spaces and 
studios on the first floor and to the more conventional library services on offer on the top floor, in a space 
that is permanently bathed in light.  
 
The building’s functions and facilities engage in an organic interplay with its structure; the steel spine that 
spans the length of the site from the Sanomatalo building across to Töölönlahti Park and the spruce 
cladding the wraps around it like a ship’s prow. Oodi’s shape allows the building to blend seamlessly into 
the surrounding area and represents the finishing touch on this flagship public space in the Finnish capital. 
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JYVÄSKYLÄ UNIVERSITY MAIN BUILDING REFURBISHMENT 
 
Jyväskylä University’s main building is one of the most significant examples of Alvar Aalto’s red brick period.  
Built in 1955, it was originally used as a teacher training college. In addition to lecture halls, laboratory 
spaces and other teaching and research facilities, the building comprises administrative offices, staff 
meeting rooms, an assembly hall and café. The building forms part of the wider Seminaarinmäki 
conservation area. 
 
A comprehensive restoration in 2013–2017 was carried out by Arkkitehtitoimisto A-Konsultit in close 
collaboration with the Alvar Aalto Foundation and Finland’s National Board of Antiquities. In the course of 
the project, the assembly hall ventilation system was upgraded, the roof and flooring were replaced and 
the windows refurbished. The design team were committed to retaining as many original structures, 
materials and items of furniture as possible. With regard to the flooring, this meant that each brick had to 
be individually lifted, numbered and cleaned before being re-laid in their original slots, the floor structure 
beneath also having been replaced. All items of furniture by Alvar and Aino Aalto, Maija Heikinheimo and 
Ilmari Tapiovaara were restored.  
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KRUUNUVUORENRANTA WASTE TRANSFER TERMINAL 
 
Built in 2017, the waste transfer terminal in Helsinki’s Kruunuvuorenranta district uses an underground 
network of pipes to collect household waste from the newly-built residential area nearby. The waste 
received at the terminal is then transferred into containers before being transported off-site for further 
processing. The building’s rough-hewn and irregular shape and green roofs allow it to blend effortlessly 
into the surrounding rock while making an exciting addition to the surrounding streetscape.  
 
The cladding that envelops the building takes it cue from the multicoloured lichen that covers the towering 
rocks behind it. The three-dimensional, geometric finish is reminiscent of origami and has been skilfully 
executed using concrete elements stained with a warm, rust-toned patina. The Kruunuvuorenranta waste 
transfer terminal demonstrates that technical structures and buildings also have the potential to make an 
important aesthetic contribution to their environment. The waste transfer facility is designed by 
Arkkitehtuuritoimisto B & M Oy. 
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KÄÄRMETALO REFURBISHMENT, PHASE 1 
 



Serpentine House in the Käpylä district of Helsinki dates back to 1951 and is one of the most notable 
designs by Finnish architect Yrjö Lindegren. Comprising two distinct residential buildings, it extends across a 
total length of 287 metres.  Despite the buildings’ angular shape, the design succeeds in avoiding a rigid 
and austere feel by setting the units that make up the buildings in a fan-like arrangement that creates a 
series of private and sheltered garden spaces for the residents. The complex, which curves its way along 
Mäkelänkatu, consists of a total of 189 rented properties owned by the City of Helsinki. Each of the 
properties has been designed as a distinct entity within the whole, providing residents with unique views of 
the surrounding area. The chief designers for the project were Mona Schalin and Kati Salonen at Mona 
Schalin Oy. 
 
The refurbishment of the residential south wing, which took place between 2016 and 2018, was carried out 
in line with current conservation policy throughout. The project comprised all bathrooms, kitchens and 
interior surfaces, as well as the building’s roof, external rendering, balconies, doors, windows, communal 
areas and HVAC systems. Most notably, the original natural ventilation system was retained. This energy 
efficient system will help to reduce maintenance costs and prevent indoor air quality problems in the 
future.   
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VAARALANPUISTO DAY CARE CENTRE  
 
Completed in 2017, Vaaralanpuisto is a “big small” building that creates a quiet and sheltered setting for 
children attending day care there. AFKS Architects (Jari Frondelius, Jaakko Keppo, Juha Salmenperä, Jalo 
Sippola and Maija Viljanen) have created a design that, both in terms of its mass and materials, 
complements the size and scope of the site, which comprises two distinct outdoor areas. Tree preservation 
orders were placed on the mature trees found on the site to protect them during construction. The warm 
tones, the generous use of wood and the undulating shape of the structure all invite playful engagement, 
or even exploration by climbing. One of the aims for the design was to create an energy-efficient day care 
facility that was as close to the zero-energy standard as possible. 
 
The horizontally and vertically undulating shapes that ripple across the interiors reflect the exterior 
aesthetic. The learning areas are open plan but more secluded spaces for small group activities have been 
created in areas where the building’s spatial flow naturally allows for a greater degree of calm and quiet, 
both visually and in terms of sound. Staff based at the day care centre have praised the building for its 
aesthetic diversity and richness. 
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Finlandia Prize for Architecture  
 
The Finlandia Prize for Architecture is awarded for the design or renovation design of an outstanding new 
building or building complex that has been completed within the past three years. The prize may be 
awarded either to a Finnish or foreign architect, or to an architectural firm for a project designed for a 
location in Finland; or to a Finnish architect or architectural firm for a project designed for a location 
abroad. The recipient of the Finlandia Prize for Architecture is chosen by a public figure who is a recognised 
expert in an area other than architecture. The winner is selected from a shortlist of projects chosen by the 
Pre-Selection Jury. The purpose of the prize is to promote the appreciation of high-quality architecture and 
to highlight the importance of architecture in generating cultural value and increasing well-being. 
  
The Finnish Association of Architects (SAFA) is a non-profit professional organisation engaged in active 
efforts to promote architecture and high-quality living environments. Established in 1892, SAFA has 
approximately 3,100 members, all of whom are architects with a university degree. Additionally, SAFA has 
approximately 600 student members. 
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For the media 
Representatives of the media are invited to attend the award ceremony on Monday, 7 October 2019. 
Further details regarding the time and venue will be made available in due course. 
  
Media enquiries: Hanni Vakkilainen, Pink Eminence, tel: +358 (0)41 533 8364, hanni@pinkeminence.fi 
Press photos: www.arkkitehtuurinfinlandia.fi 
Any other enquiries: Dr Anne Stenros, tel: +358 (0)50 516 0788 or Paula Huotelin, Secretary General, SAFA, 
tel: +358 (0)40 556 2827 
  
Website: www.arkkitehtuurinfinlandia.fi 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ARKFinlandia 

Twitter: twitter.com/ArkfinPrize 
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